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Applicant 



This international preliniinary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
' — ' been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP99/02818 



I. Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[X] the international application as originally filed 

I I the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I I the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

Thes e elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is- 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 I I ''cport has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

and 70,17). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must he referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



1. The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious) or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

the entire international application. 



claims Nos. 

because: 



the said international application, or the said claims Nos. g 

relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

See supplemental sheet for continuation of Box III. 1. 



I j the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos 
' — ' are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



□ 

no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 



^' ll!!^^'"?-^".'- '"^f™^'™,^ preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or amino acid 
sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative Instructions: 

I I tbe written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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[ go be used when the space ixi any of the preceding boxes is not .uffiH^t^ 
I Continuation of: III. 1 . 
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Claim 8 pertains to treatment of the human body by 
therapy and thus relates to a subject matter that does 
not require preliminary examination by this International 
Preliminary Examination Authority, under the provisions 
of PCT Article 34(4) (a) (i) and PCT Rule 67.1 (iv) 



FonnPCT/IPEA/409 (S^,plemental Box) (January 1 994) 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability ; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-1, 9 



1-7, 9 



1-7, 9 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Docuinent 1 (WO, 98/10070, Al (Sumitomo Electric 
Industries, Ltd,), March 12, 1998 (12.03.98) & EP, 957166, 
Al, claims and page 254, line 15 to page 255, line 17) 
discloses apoptosis inhibitors which inhibit Fas-Fas 
ligand binding, and especially prophylactic and 
therapeutic agents for autoimmune diseases having an anti- 
Fas ligand antibody as an active ingredient thereof, and 
also the use of apoptosis inhibitors for preventing and 
treating said diseases. However, it does not disclose the 
invention as described in Claims 1-7 and 9, namely 
prophylactic and therapeutic agents for autoimmune 
demyelinating diseases having an apoptosis inhibitor as an 
active ingredient thereof, or that the apoptosis inhibitor 
can be a Fas derivative which is a Fas antagonist. 
However, Document 2 (JP, 63-230629, A (Microbial Chemistry 
Research Foundation), September 27, 1988 (27.09.88) & EP, 
285883, A2, whole document) indicates that prophylactic 
and therapeutic agents for autoimmune disease can be used 
as prophylactic and therapeutic agents for autoimmune 
demyelinating diseases, and Document 3 (WO, 98/18487, Al 
(Mochida Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.), May 7, 1998 (07.05.98) 
(Family: none), claims, abstract, page 16, line 7 to page 
18, line 22 and page 52) discloses as apoptosis 
inhibitors. Fas derivatives which are Fas antagonists. A 
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person skilled in the art could therefore easily infer 
from Document 2 that the prophylactic and therapeutic 
agents for autoimmune diseases disclosed in Document 1 can 
be used as prophylactic and therapeutic agents for 
autoimmune demyelinating diseases, and use a Fas 
derivative which is a Fas antagonist, as disclosed in 
Document 3, as the apoptosis inhibitor in Document 1. 

Therefore, Claims 1-7 and 9 do not involve an 
inventive step. 



